
Environment Southland and 
Southland District Council have 
decided to work together in the 
initial consultation stages of the 
review of the Regional Policy 
Statement and District Plan. 

This is to avoid inconsistencies 
between the two plans, to 
engage with the public and 
key stakeholders in a focussed 
manner, to minimise duplication 
and to achieve time and 
cost effi  ciencies.  

From this, 13 issues and options 
papers have been written and 
then summarised on a series of 
A4 cards.

A Regional Policy Statement (RPS) is a 
mandatory high-level overview that sets 
resource management directions for a 
region. It shows how a region will achieve 
integrated management of natural and 
physical resources. 

Regional and district plans are directed 
by a RPS, as they sit below the RPS in the 
hierarchy of planning documents.

A RPS has two main roles:

 • To address regionally signifi cant 
issues in an integrated way

 • To allocate responsibilities to 
regional, district and city councils

Regional and district plans must 
“give eff ect” to the policies within a 
RPS. Th erefore the contents of a RPS will 
directly infl uence what councils do and how 
best to achieve a consistent approach to 
resource management.

Th e RPS can help achieve community 
outcomes and help prioritise the delivery 
of services through the Long Term Council 
Community Plan and annual plan processes.

Th e second-generation RPS will guide 
Southland planning documents for the next 
10 years.

Th e District Plan sets out Southland 
District Council’s policies and objectives 
for managing the natural and physical 
resources of the Southland District. 

Th e District Plan is the primary document 
that manages land use and development 
within the District. 

It consists of maps, objectives, policies 
and rules and sets out which activities are 
permitted and which require 
resource consent.

Council is required to prepare a District 
Plan under the Resource Management Act 
1991 (RMA). 

Th e new District Plan will be the 
second generation District Plan since 
the RMA was enacted. 

Under the RMA, the new District Plan 
must “give eff ect” to the policies of 
Environment Southland’s Regional Policy 
Statement (RPS).

Th is is one of the reasons why the two 
councils are working together – to ensure 
the plan is consistent with the RPS.

Th e second-generation Southland District 
Plan will guide the development of the 
District for the next 10 years and beyond.

What is a District PlanWhat is a Regional Policy 



Southland’s councils worked together to identify community outcomes 
for the province and seven were identifi ed in 2005 through the ‘Our Way 
Southland’ project.

The outcomes are:

 1. Southland is a great place to live

 2. A diverse economy built from our strengths for growth
and prosperity

 3. Safe places in a caring society that is free from crime

 4. We are healthy people

 5. Strong eff ective leadership taking us into the future

 6. A treasured environment which we care for and which supports us 
now and into the future

 7. A well-educated and skilled community continually seeking further 
opportunities to learn

The Regional Policy Statement, regional and district plans are important 
tools in enabling community outcomes to be met while balancing 
sustainable use, management and protection of resources.

The fi rst stage of the combined 
RPS/District Plan review has been 
the development of issues and 
options papers.  

These focus on current and 
emerging resource management 
issues from both regional and 
district perspectives.

The papers cover:

• Biodiversity

• Coastal Issues

• Energy and Infrastructure

• Heritage

• Landscape Issues

• Natural Hazards 

• Rural and Land Issues

• Transportation

• Urban Issues

• Waste

• Water Quality

• Water Quantity 

• Tangata Whenua 

Contact Information

Forum dates and venues and full contact details are on the reverse of the 
Tangata Whenua card.
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